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i. “I was recently introduced to an Armenian young man, who, with his family, 
had fled from the satellite paradise of Humenia, Very luckily for nim and 
his family, they were on Persian passports, which enabled them to leave 
the country at the end of their seemingly endless troubles and hardships. 


2, "He told me thet hia aged father had been a storekeeper in the good old 
days; when the Soviets took over Rumania, he was virtually forced out of 
business. The Rent Control Commission increased his ghop rent severalfold; 
the income tax went aky-bigh and finally his sources of @upply became non- 
existent. Things did not end there, however, 


3. “One fine morning someone knocked at the door. It was an official of the 
House Allocation Comalttee, who ruled that they should vacate the resi- 
fence the following day as it was allocated to another family. When asked 
Where they would move to, the official shrugged and said that they would be 
given an adequate residence in exchange. ‘The next day it rained very heav- 
day, and no one called to ask them to vacate the premises, but the following 
Gay & taam of porters accompanied the atern-looking Committee official, and 
deapite every noisy form of protest, their household effects vere hurriedly 
hauled to a waiting lorry. ‘They wre told that they had been given the op- 
tion of choosing one but of three houses offered to thea; on the way the 
lorry driver who knew the locations informed them in confidence that none 
of the three places were suitedle for hsbitation; the firat one was « two- 
room place with no doors and water closet; the second one was composed of 
one large room and a water closet in an old isolated area very far away from 
the twwn; the third vas an attic where rat holes were in great evidence. 
Eventually they sought end found temporary shelter in « relative's house. 


&, "Evo months later when their protest-petition was brought te the attention of 
the Chairman of the House Aliceations Comittee, it was claimed that BOma 
mistake had been msde and, therefore the matter would be reviewed. It was 
still under review when gar young mar and his Temtiy left the satellite __. 
paradise of Rumania for Beirut, Lebanon. (hig EEten hot od ee 
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"Foreign cultural institutes were allowed to operate in the country. It was 
a very subtle and cunning move on the pert of the new rulers and their sup- 
porters; it simply meant that they would be entitled to get reciprocal fa- 
ollities--facilities, which would in the course of time be used as centere 
of evil doings auch as spying, sabotage and subversive propaganda. 


“It wae not possible, however, to stop the people from frequenting the for- 
eign cultural institutes once they were established with the apparent ap- 
pttvel of the authorities. gome method had to be devised in the circum- 
atences, and cae of the first victims wes a young Armenian girl. The person 
is question, whose identity mist hot be disclosed for obvious reasons, was «@ 
menber of an institute where ‘approved’ foreign 1 books were in the 
dending library; it was thought thet since the institutes were allowed to op- 
evate, they had the ‘bleesinge' of the rulers, and many joined as mewbers. 
One day as the ledy wes returning hom efter having borrowed two books from 
the institute's library, & pliainclotnes mon sccosted ner and asked for her 
identity card. dhe wentioned that the identity cerd was at her howe and 
would the ‘comrade’ mind accompanying her to the house if he d to have 
& look at 4%; ea the conversation was guing on, the ‘comrade a& by one 
ef his kind, and together they hauled the young lsdy into a taxi So take her 
to her residence which eventuelly turned out to be a police station of sorts. 


"Thus the young Lady vanished. Her bewildered perents searched all the pos- 
sible and geet h pieces including the morgue; the police and allied au- 
thorities professed complete ignorance but suggested that she might Lave run 
away with a lover. One rainy morning, three months ister, she turned up; she 
waa & ghedow of her former self, the one time vivacious girl had become sul- 
den and uncomsunicative, All that her parents got out of her was that she 
had beon given the third degree over and over, and accused of apying for 
foreign powers. 


“She had been kept in a wouun's prison where she found several girl mesbers 
of foreign cultural institutes. The prison was damp and cold, the food well 
within the stervation bracket and, aa a direct result, many died. 


“If you hed savings in gold, you were directed to exchange them with peper 
mney at the bank; the rate of exchange wes of course very adverse one. 


"On the black werket gold was kind) you could buy things, go places and do 
things fer beyond ordinary expectations...provided you were not caught with 
it. If your luck ran out, it was just too bad, for it meant a apell of five 
years in prison. 


“It wae often possible to betray people and get some gold coins ‘planted’ when 
the search for it was in progress. It was also possible in many instances 
te Tind some gold coine tucked awey somewhere in the household effects; in 
woth cases great hardship and persecution resulted from the possession of 
the forbidden metal. 


“When the stooges and their henchmen were out hunting, 1¢ was tise for Tou, 
Dick, and Harry to takeover; in such circumstances, gold coins were of'ten 
sent, down the drains where ownership daime and countercleims could not be 
proved, But many were the unfortunate cases where leck of timely warning hed 
caused disaster, 


“If you had e ‘hourgeoisie' mekground, you were a marked man. Yeu should never 
advance; on the contrary you had always to go backward. You had to repent for 
the ‘aine' of your fether. He might be a modest and hard-working merchant or 
&® storekeeper; he might ow a smali building in which to house hie family and 
rent a flat or two; he might even own some lend for ferming or poultry raising, 
ell heptiorng he Was an ememy of the new order, and all his family was likewhee. 
elassifie 
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“Hf you waited to go to college, its doors were closed for you; there were 
dong forme to £411 in and it was always a point for then to ask you the pro- 
feseion and possessions of your father and mother. If you tried to dodge 

the ieeues, and make « vague ateatement, you wild be caught in no time, for 
the ‘secret' files knew all there was to know, 


"You were barred ap matier wast aptitude you showed; this was the new arder 
under the cloak of peoplete Gemecracy and equality for all. 

“Laborers and workmes in the factories were todling far: more than in the past 
fos ieee money in wages. There were always deductions mede under vertous 
protests and devices, 


happy in the satellite persdise of Rumanta, 
? We asked the young Ammenian 


“In his opinion, only the Party people ere enjoying themseives #o long ag they 
eré on the fence; other people who are having the time of their livea are 

the opportunists ond other rots of mumealty. But non are sure of thetr 
time; i% 1s anown that ‘cliques’ within tue fayty come and go and with changes 
officials commgand zo tooj as for Oppartunists and their unhappy companions, 
they are sooner or later found out and off they go down the drain, | 


“Whe vas if alacst everybody wag 


